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Italian Sign Language 


Italian Sign Language or LIS {Lingua dei Segni Italiana) is the visual language used by 
deaf people in Italy. Deep analysis of it began in the 1980s, along the lines of Wilham 
Stokoe's research on American Sign Language in the 1960s. Until the beginning of the 21st 
century, most studies of Italian Sign Language dealt with its phonology and vocabulary. 

According to the European Union for the Deaf, the majority of the 60,000-90,000 Deaf 
people in Italy use LIS. 

Structure 

Like many sign languages, LIS is in some ways different from its "spoken neighbour"; thus, 
it has little in common with spoken Italian, but shares some features with non-Indo- 
European oral languages (e.g. it is verb final, like the Basque language; it has inclusive and 
exclusive pronominal forms like oceanic languages; interrogative particles are verb final 
{You go where?). 

A sign variety of spoken Italian also exists, the so-called Sign e d Italia n which combines 
LIS lexicon with the grammar of spoken Italian: this is not Itahan Sign Language, however. 

Some features of LIS are typical of sign languages in general, e.g. agreement between 
nouns, adjectives and verbs is not based on gender (masculine, feminine, neuter) but it is 
based on place, that is the spatial position in which the sign is performed: nouns can be 
placed everywhere in the space but their position must be consistent with that of pronouns 
and verbs. The LIS translation of the sentence "The child speaks to the mother" appears as 
Child-here mother-there this-speak-that, rather than involving forms like "he, she". The 

voice intonation is replaced by facial expressions which mark interrogative sentences, imperatives and relative clauses. Other 
feamres of Italian Sign Language which can be found also in oral languages are: classifiers; dual, trial, quattrial and even quinquial 
forms in addition to the general plural; verbs inflected for person. 

The most detailed analysis of a part of the grammar of LIS is by Chiara Branchini, On Relativization and Clefting: An Analysis of 
Italian Sign Language.^^^ Tesi di Laurea has described sociolinguistic features of LIS, including differences in use by gender.f^^ 
There are also some deafblind in Italy who use a form of tactile sign language. 
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External links 


■ "Signs as Words", an Introductory website on Italian deaf people and ISL (https://web.archlve.org/web/2007091511 
3915/http://www.lstc.cnr.lt/mostralls/) 

■ http://ells.eurac.edu II primo Dizlonarlo elettronico dl base bllingue LIS-ltallano (http://ells.eurac.edu/dlz) 

■ DIZLIS (http://www.dlzlls.lt) 

■ The Grammar of LIS (.PDF) (https://web.archlve.Org/web/20110722035622/http://mlchelebrunelll.lnterfree.lt/Gramm 
LIS_e_Restrlttlve.pdf) 

■ Mason Perkins Deafness Fund (https://web.archlve.Org/web/20061110091012/http://www.mpdf.lt/) 

■ "Collana Culture Sorda" (http://www.collana-culturasorda.lt) (In Italian) This Is the leading website listing of Italian 
publications for learning, teaching or perfecting Italian Sign Language, edited by the Mason Perkins Deafness 
Fund. 

■ www.eud.eu(https://web.archlve.Org/web/20110720161121/http://www.eud.eu/ltaly-l-187.html) 
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